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SUBJECT: 30TH UNGA SECOND COMMITTEE-ITEM 59 ENVIRONMENT - 
LIBYAN RESOLUTION 
REF: USUN 5027 

1. IF LIBYAN RESOLUTION CONCERNING REMOVAL OF MINES AND 
OTHER REMNANTS OF WAR (TEXT REPORTED REFTEL) IS INTRO- 
DUCED AND COMES TO A VOTE IN 2ND COMMITTEE, USDEL SHOULD 
CONSULT WITH ALLIES AND OTHER APPROPRIATE DELS. FOR 
REASONS OUTLINED BELOW WE FIND LIBYAN RESOLUTION OB- 
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RESOLUTION IS APPARENTLY AIMED MORE AT CERTAIN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES THAN AT US. WE WOULD PREFER JOIN LARGE BLOCK 
OF NEGATIVE VOTES ON THIS RESOLUTION, BUT IF MAJORITY 
OF DELS WHO ARE SYMPATHETIC TO US POSITION CHOOSE TO AB 
STAIN RATHER THAN VOTE "NO", USDEL MAY JOIN IN ABSTAINING. 

2. USDEL SHOULD GIVE EXPLANATION OF VOTE ALONG FOLLOWING 
LINE WHETHER IT ABSTAINS OR VOTES AGAINST RESOLUTION: 

THE US FINDS THIS RESOLUTION VAGUE AND WITH MANY SECTIONS 
THAT ARE INAPPROPRIATE FOR CONSIDERATION BY THIS COMMITTEE 
UNDER AGENDA ITEM 59. THERE ARE SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS IN THE 
PREAMBLE AND OPERATIVE SECTION WHICH ARE NOT CORRECT STATE- 
MENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WHICH HAVE IMPLICATIONS THAT 
ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO MY COUNTRY. MY GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THAT UNEP WOULD BE THE PROPER FORUM FOR THE STUDY 

REQUESTED IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 5, BUT OTHERWISE HAS NO 
OBJECTION TO SUCH A STUDY. 

3. FYI. DURING WORLD WAR II THE US DID NOT RPT NOT 
PLANT MINES IN LIBYA, AND WE THEREFORE ASSUME THAT FROM 
LIBYA VIEWPOINT THIS RESOLUTION IS AIMED AT OTHER EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. IN THE CASE OF VIETNAM, THE US NEGOTIATED WITH 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT A PROTOCOL TO THE 1973 
VIETNAM AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE REMOVAL OR DEACTIVIATION 
OF ORDNANCE FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE WATERS. THE US FUL- 
FILLED ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THAT PROTOCOL. PRESENT IN- 
TERNATIONAL LAW DOES NOT SET FORTH ANY CLEAR RESPONSIBIL- 
ITY FOR THE REMOVAL OF MINES OR OTHER REMNANTS OF WAR FROM 
A BATTLE AREA. IT HAS GENERALLY BEEN CONSIDERED THAT THE 
STATE WHICH IS SOVEREIGN OVER A TERRITORY, ESPECIALLY ONE 
WHICH WAS A PARTY IN A CONFLICT, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

AREA UNDER ITS JURISDICTION. END FYI. 
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